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St Lewis’ Catholic Primary School 

Pupil Premium Strategy Statement  

 

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium funding to help improve the 

attainment of our disadvantaged pupils.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this 

academic year and the outcomes for disadvantaged pupils last academic year. 

School overview 

Detail Data 

Number of pupils in school (Reception – Year 6) 91 

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 16% 

Academic years that our current pupil premium strategy 
plan covers  

2025 - 2028 

Date this statement was published December 2025 

Date on which it will be reviewed September 2026 

September 2027 

September 2028 

Statement authorised by Full Governing Body 

Pupil premium lead Dominic Vernon  

Anne-Marie Harvey 

Governor / Trustee lead Dorothy Heaton  

Funding overview 

Detail Amount 

Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £19,442 

Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous 
years (enter £0 if not applicable)  

£0 

Total budget for this academic year £19,442 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

At St Lewis’ we create a culture of trust, collaboration, support and challenge where 

everyone can enjoy success and flourish because they are valued as part of our school 

family. We provide a knowledge-rich curriculum through which children develop the 

skills, knowledge and values to become life-long learners. We enable children to have 

belief, resilience and a strong sense of self, both as a person and as a learner, created 

unique and supported by our gospel values.  

High-quality teaching is at the heart of our approach, with a focus on areas in which 

disadvantaged pupils require the most support. This is proven to have the greatest 

impact on closing the attainment gap for disadvantaged. We believe that exceptional 

teaching and learning:  

 Is inspirational, aspirational, challenging and puts no limitation on potential  

 Is informed by collaborative planning, assessment and evaluation  

 Is built upon evidence-informed innovation, improvement and development  

 Builds knowledge and skills progressively through small steps, from modelled and 

scaffolded learning, to independent recall and application 

Our approach will be responsive to common challenges and individual needs, rooted in 

robust diagnostic assessment. The approaches we have adopted complement each 

other to help all pupils excel.  

To ensure they are effective we will:  

 provide personal and emotional support to ensure that they attend well, and are 

ready to learn  

 be supported to achieve their full potential through high-quality teaching and 

targeted intervention 

  be supported access the broad and balanced curriculum, and wider 

extracurricular activities on offer 

Key principles of our strategy plan as recommended by the EEF guidance for Pupil 

Premium 

 High quality teaching and intervention, and high expectations of all children 

 Targeted academic support using evidence-informed innovation, improvement 

and development  

 Wider strategies including attendance support, mental health and well-being 

support and intervention, high quality RSHE, personal development 
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Challenges 

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our 

disadvantaged pupils. 

Challenge 
number 

Detail of challenge  

1 Poor communication, speech and language skills including vocabulary 

2 Family support for parents who have difficulties providing necessary 
support for their children and provision of basic needs – food, uniform, 
resources 

3 Progress and outcomes not consistent with those of their peers 

4 Social, emotional and mental health needs of children and parents 
which affects pupil’s learning and provides a need for children to be 
given the opportunity to participate in enrichment activities 

5 Attendance of particular pupils  

Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, 

and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 

Intended outcome Success criteria 

Improved speech, language and 
communication skills among 
disadvantaged pupils. 

 Assessments and observations 
indicate significantly improved 
speech, language and 
communication among 
disadvantaged pupils. This is 
evident when triangulated with 
other sources of evidence, 
including engagement in lessons, 
book scrutiny and ongoing 
formative assessment. 

All pupils receive the same opportunities 
as a result of sensitive intervention of 
support for families. 

 Children will feel safe and looked 
after, they are fed and are fully 
equipped to meet the challenges 
of school life. 

Progress and outcomes are consistent 
with peers with the same starting point 

 Pupil premium children make 
progress in line with peers with 
the same starting point  

 Any differences in progress / 
attainment in comparison to non-
pupil premium peers have been 
diminished as a result of targeted 
support / intervention  
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 Children’s outcomes are in line 
with non-pupil premium peers 
with the same starting point  

 Outcomes / Progress at the end 
of each Key Stage for Pupil 
Premium children are at least in 
line with those of Pupil Premium 
children nationally 

Children are emotionally ready for 
learning and can self-regulate 

 Children are able to talk about 
their feelings in a controlled way 
and acknowledge problems can 
be solved.  

 Children are aware of their 
emotions.  

 Children have the skills to support 
each other. 

 Sustained high levels of wellbeing 
demonstrated by: qualitative data 
from the child’s voice, parent 
surveys and teacher observations 
a reduction in the number of 
children added to CPOMS for 
emotional or wellbeing related 
difficulties 

The attendance of pupil premium children 
is in line with national average 
expectations for attendance.  

 The attendance of disadvantaged 
pupils is in line with non-
disadvantaged pupils  

 Governors are fully informed of 
the attendance figures of groups 
with termly reports  

 The pupil premium governor 
meets with the pupil premium 
champion to discuss provision for 
these pupils.  

 The attendance officer meets with 
the attendance team to discuss 
the process used to address 
persistent absence 

 Parents and pupils understand 
that school is unmissable and 
want to be present every day.  
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Activity in this academic year 

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium funding this academic year to 

address the challenges listed above. 

Teaching  

Budgeted cost: £5256 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Purchase and use of 
technology to support 
learning both inside 
the classroom and at 
home eg Monster 
Phonics home 
readers, Times 
Tables RockStars 

 The EEF evidence shows that schools 
can use technology in many ways and 
with a wide range of aims. These include 
seeking to change classroom practice 
directly. The use of technology for 
reading, maths and comprehension as 
well as Computing has enhanced the 
offer to our children. 

1 2 3  

Purchase of 
standardised 
assessments (NFER). 

Training for staff to 
ensure assessments 
are interpreted and 
administered 
correctly. 

 The NFER tests can provide reliable 
insights into the specific strengths and 
weaknesses of each pupil to help ensure 
they receive the correct additional support 
through interventions or teacher 
instruction.  

 EEF states that schools should focus on 
building teacher knowledge and 
pedagogical expertise, curriculum 
development, and the purposeful use of 
assessment. EEF go on to state that the 
investment in the use of standardised 
assessments is valuable 

3 

Coaching and 
mentoring for 
teaching staff 

 Coaching within school is proven to 
improve quality of teaching, supported by 
EEF evidence and other research (See 
T&L policy for evidence base).  

 A sustainable model of coaching can 
now be established within school to 
ensure personalised professional 
development for all teachers using 
evidence-informed principles and 
approaches 

3 
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Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support, 
structured interventions)  

Budgeted cost: £9930 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Targeted group and 
1-to1 intervention 

 Tracking has identified under-
performance / under-achievement for 
some Pupil Premium children compared 
to peers  

 Provision of planned interventions (short-
term programmes) based on analysis of 
formative and summative data, and 
reactive interventions (responsive 
teaching) as a result of teacher 
assessment of ongoing progress, closely 
linked to class learning as pre-teaching or 
follow-up 

 EEF: Making best use of teaching 
assistants 

1 3 

Wellcomm speech 
and language 
programme 

 All children assessment and in school 
programmes developed to support those 
highlighted with early intervention 

1 2 

 

 

Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, 
wellbeing) 

Budgeted cost: £4250  

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

ELSA Training for one 
staff member to 
become fully trained to 
deliver the programme 
in school  

The Emotional Literacy Support 
Assistant (ELSA) project was 
designed to build the capacity of 
schools to support the emotional 
needs of their pupils from within their 
own resources. It recognises that 
children and young people learn 
better and are happier in school if 
their emotional needs are also 
addressed.  

4 
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Senior Mental health 
Lead training  

Promoting emotional resilience The 
EEF identifies that on average, SEL 
interventions have an identifiable 
and significant impact on attitudes to 
learning, social relationships in 
school, and attainment itself 

4 

Termly attendance 
meetings with Local 
Authority attendance 
officer  

The school recognises that many 
pupils in the school are late or not 
attending school at all. 
Disadvantaged Pupils need to be in 
school regularly to benefit from 
quality first teaching. NFER research 
identifies addressing attendance as 
a key step. Providing both children 
and parents with an understanding 
of the importance of good 
attendance 

2 3  

Detailed reporting to 
governors identifying 
the impact of actions 
taking place.  

EEF Guide to Pupil Premium: As a 
school governor or trustee, you have 
an important role to play in 
supporting and challenging the 
leadership team at your school to 
improve outcomes for socio-
economically disadvantaged pupils. 
How the school spends its Pupil 
Premium funding is an important 
part of this role. 

All governors should champion 
strategic Pupil Premium spending by 
asking questions and initiating 
purposeful discussions.  

 

Financial support 
towards the cost of 
visits, clubs and other 
enrichment activities 

Children should not be 
disadvantaged in relation to the 
experiences that they are able to 
access for financial reasons 

Providing children with breadth of 
opportunity and experience will 
improve their experience of school 
and learning, therefore improving 
attitudes and learning behaviour and 
ensuring that they achieve their 
potential 

3 

 

Total budgeted cost: £19,442 
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Part B: Review of the previous academic year 

Outcomes for disadvantaged pupils 

Teaching:  

 Monitoring of teaching shows evidence of high-quality creative teaching with 

consistent use of increasingly evidence-informed strategies, following the school 

Teaching and Learning Policy and Mastery in maths programme. 

 New staff are supported through a clear induction programme (whether an ECT or 

more experienced but new to the school) to ensure consistency in pedagogy 

 Positive impact of coaching evident in continuing to support teachers to develop 

quality of teaching  

 Standardised assessments enable intervention to focus on gaps identified. 

Targeted Academic Support: 

 Pupil Progress reviews, class provision maps and individual support plans outline 

clearly provision in place for disadvantaged children.   

 In reading, 67% of disadvantaged children achieved age related expectation for 

their year group, with 25% achieving greater depth. 

 In writing, 58% of disadvantaged children achieved age related expectation for their 

year group. 

 In maths, 67% of disadvantaged children achieved age related expectation for their 

year group, with 25% achieving greater depth. 

 Across the school, 58% of disadvantaged children achieved age related expectation 

in reading, writing and maths combined. 

 There were no children in Year 6 in receipt of Pupil Premium in 2024-2025.  

 

Wider strategies:   

 Early Help and Mental health support via our ELSA and Warrington Mental Health 

Team was available for direct support of children and for staff to seek advice on 

how to support children with emerging mental health needs.  

 Training has been provided for staff to enable identification of concerns and 

signposting to appropriate support services as required.  

 All children were enabled to access after-school clubs, trips and experiences.   

 All children participated in one trip, experience or residential visit during the year.  

 All children attended at least one after school club throughout the year. 

 Attendance support was available for a case of persistent absence with advice 

given to school and the family and continues to be monitored.  

 


